




















































































1. The standard replacement ratio may be l1ecreascd under tile following 
circumstances: 

(a) Findings of special studie.s coordinated with agencies and/or other 
qualifiecl individuals with expertise which dem011stratcs that n(1 net 
loss of wetland function nr value is attail1ed under ihe decreased 
ra1io. 

(b) Tn all c,1ses, a minimmn acreage replacement ratio of I: 1 sl1all be 
required. 

2. 'The s1andard rcrJlacemenl ratio may he increased under the fo llowing 
circumstances: 

(a) High degree pf uncertainty as to the probable success of Lhe proposed 
restoration or creation; 

(b) Signilica1n peJiod of lime between desm1ction and replicaticm of 
wellancl functions; 

( c) Projected losses in functional value; and/or 
(d) Off-site compensation. 

D. The applicant shall develop a plan that provides for land acqui~i tion, constrnction, 
maintenance, and rnonitcrring ofreplacemenl/compensatory wetlands. Mi.Ligation 
shal l he completed prior to wetland <lestn1ctio11 or concurrent w ith development. 
Any restored, created, purchased, or enhanced wetland shall he maintained as a 
wetland in perpetuity. All weHm1d restonuion, creation and/or enhancemen1 projects 
required pursmmt to thls ordinance either as a permit condition or as LheTesult of an 
enforcement acti011 111ust he a1jproved by the Pla.\1ning Department -prior 111 

commencement of any wetland restoration, creation or enhancement activity. 

Chapter JV - CritfoaJ Fish/\Vildlife Habitat Conservation Areas 

4. 1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide standards for classification and designation of 
critical fisb/wildlife habit.at ~onservation areas; and provide b'l1idance for protecciug. those 
critical fish/wildlife habitat conservation areas necessary lo main tain the public health, 
safely, and welfare. 

4.2 Classification. and ))csiguation. 

A Critical Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas 

Critical Wildlife habitat conservation areas are: 

• Areas with which known federal or state endangered. 1J1reatened, or 
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sensitive species have a primary association (See Chapter II - Definitions); 
~ Habitats of local importance (tbis is a habitat in which ,1 species of local 

importance has a primary association, See Chapter lJ - Definit.ions); 
• Areas designated by the Wa~hington State Department. of Natural Resources 

as scate natural area preserves and natural resource conservation areas; 

Critical fish habitat conservation areas-u·e: 

• Naturally occurring ponds undet twenty acres and their submerged aquatic 
beds that provide fish or wildlife habitat; 

• Waters of Hie State as defined in Title 222 WAC; 
• Lakes, ponds, streams and rivers plankd with game fish hy a governmental or 

tribal clltity. 

B. :Mapping 

Those lands which meet the established cr iteria for critical fish/wildlife habitat 
conservation areas are W be designated as such. Critical fish/wildlife habitat 
conservat.ioo areas identified through the permitt.iog process shall be mapped and shall 
provide guidance iI1 the land use decision-making process. All sites which maintain 
critical fish/wildlife habit.at conservation areas , which are not mapped, shall be subject 
to critical fish/wildlife habitat conservation area review. 

'll1e identification and location of babitats and species of local importance shall be 
based upon scientifically valid methods and studies, which may include materials 
submitted by the applica.nt, Washingt.on State Department of Fish and Wildlife Priority 
Habitats and Species database maps, or other appropriate methods and studies. 

4.3 J>e1·formance Standards. 

A. Wildlife/Fish Habitat Conservation 1\reas: 

1. Where a project is proposed within a Wildlife/Fish Habitat Conservation 
Area, and habitat functions and values. ;ire likely to be impaired by the 
project, a habitat management plan will be req,1ired, unless the exception 
noted below is met. The limits of development and other related ,1ctivities 
within the conservation area shall be based on the recommendations of the 
plan. The plan sball be prepared by a qualified professicmal. A plan is nol 
required if the applicant places a paitieular emphasis on protecting the 
conservation area by avoiding the impact by not taking a. certain action or 
pa1t( s) of an action or minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or 
magnitude of the action and its implementation. If complex mitigation 
which requires. !be expertise of a qualified professional is 11ecessa1y, a 
habit.at management plan will be required. 
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2. Activities may be permitted within a conservation area suhjecl to 
corn:fitioJIS designed fo avoid probable, significam adverse impacts to the 
conservation area and t.o pro Lee[ Lhe functions and values of the 
conservation area, provided tl1at the county may deny a prnjeLi if probable, 
significant impacls lo the conservation atca cannot be avoided or if critical 
.area ftmc:lio11 and v.alue cannot be protected with mitigation 

B. fishHabitat Conservation Areas: 
! . Standard Buffer.s 

(:.i) R110ers 

Type 1 & 2 Waters 
Type 3 Watcts 
Type 4 Waters 

Buffer (Measured boriz.ont.ally from ()H\VM) 
200 feet 
150 leet 
50 feet 

Type 5 Waters and otht<T n0n-iyped HCA 's 2.5 feet 

(h) Definilions of·'Waters" 
Strea.ms are classified Type 1-5 for critical ares protection purposes 
based on U1e water typing criteria in WAC 222-16-031, as currently 
e11acted. A1tificially created structures, ditches, canals, ponds, 
irrigation return ditches. and stormwater channels shall 1101 be 
considered a stream for purposes of I.bis section. 

2. Riparian vegetation in buffors shall 110( be reinovecl, wi(b the exception 
that a viewiaccess corrldor to the OH WM may be cleared to a width aot to 
exceed 2 5' if habitat values will not be impacted and/or migration wiil be 
uu,rffected. Tf the functions and values of c.ricical areas are impaired, 
mitigation will be imposed, such as widening tl1e rip11riau lmffer at the 
same locaticJn, or widening or enhancing tile buffer. at another location. 

· 3. Buffers ~hall be delineated on uU pem1i(s. 

4,4 flsb and \1\1ildlife Mitigation. 

'.Vildl!fe Habitat Management Plans slrnll meet the following criteria: 

A. Plans shall be prepared by a qualified professional, at tho expense of the applicant; 
B. Relevant background infonuation shall be doc11n1ente<:I and considered; 
C. (.;rilical fish/wildlife babitat conseivation areas shall be deli11eated if applicable; 
D. 'The si:i:e, scope, configurntion or uensity of new uses and developments within a 

core habiittl and wildlifr buffer zone shllll be designed to protect threatened. 
endangered, or sensitive wildlife species, ,md hahital~ and species of local 
importance. The liming ,mil t;loration oflises and developments may be regulated to 
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ensure th:.t they do 11ot occur duri11g a time or year when species arc sensitive to 
ctistu1'bancc: 

F_ Developmenls shall he gem.,-ally discouraged within critical wikllifeifish habi lat 
consorvation areas. A11y development peanitted shall be mitigat('.d as outlined in 
Section 4.3(A) and (B). Development may b~ conditionally authorized When the 
critical wildlife/fish habitat consen1ation area is in.habited seasonally; provided the 
devt1loprncnt will have only temporary effects on the wildlifo buffer zorni and 
rel1abilitaLion aod!or enhancement will be completed before a particular species 
returns; 

F. lf rehabjJiLation and enhancement actions ,u·e required, Lhcn they shall be 
documented in the wildlife manageu,ent plan and shall include a map and text; 

G. The Plan shall include an analysis of t.he effecc ofthc proposed use or activity upon 
crilic,d wildli le and fisl1 l1abitat conservation areas; 

l ). The Plan shall exph1in how the applicant will avoid, minimize or mitigate adver$e 
impacts lo critical wildlife and fish habitat conservation areas created by tl1e 
proposed use or activity. Mitigation measures willii11 the plan may include, but rue 
not limited lo: 

(i) Establishrnent of huff er areas; 
(ii) Preservation of criik;(Jly important plants and trees; 
(Hi) Limitation of access to habitat area; 
(iv) Seastrnal restriction of construCtiOJ:1 activities; 
(v) Conservation easements. 

r. The Plan slrn.11 inco,pora[c·usc of scientifically valid methods and snu.lies in ilie 
analvsis of date and fielcheconnaissam:e. . . 

Chapter V - Geologically Hazardous Areas 

S.l P1u-puse. 

' l11e purpose of 01is chapter is to provide standard.~ for classification 1111d designation of 
signifi,cant geologically hazardous areas; and provide guidance for reducing or mitigating 
hazards lO ·public health and safety. 

5.2 Classification aod de.~ignation. 

All geologically haziJrdous areas shall he divided inlO one of the following t i$k 
caregories; erosion, landslide, seismic, v0Ji;.11nic, or mine hazard areas. 

A. Eros1orl - areas identified as having slbpes in excess of fifteen percent or ~oils rared 
by tl1e Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) as having moderate to vei;y 
severe erosion potential. 

B, L,1ndsli<le - ureas identified as subject to mas~ movements due to their geologic, 
topographic, and/or hydrologic factors. Areas subject to landsliding are Lhe 
following: 
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• areas of historic f~ilure of pocentially unstable slopes: 
• areas with any combin,Jtion of the following: 

~lopes of fifteen percent or greater; 
permeable soils frequcmly overlying i.mpenneable 
S\lrfaces or soils; or 
springs or groun(lwatet setopage; 

• -an~ slope forty percent. or greater and 1vi1h a vertical relief or 1tn 
pJ11s feet, ex.cept areas composed ol' consolidate<! rock; 

• slopes greater than eighty percent subject to rockfall c;ll1ring seismic 
shaking; 

• unstable areas resulting from stream incision, erosion, or 
underculli11g; 

• any area located on an alluvia.I fan; or 
• slopes that are parallel or subparallel to planes or weakness in 

s11bsurface matedals suc11 a~ bedding planes, fault planes, etc. 

C. Seismic -Klickitat County is locate-,d withitt a 2B ,seismic-zone, wilh no !mown 
active faults. All new developm~-nt shall conform to the applicable provisions of the 
Uni fonn Building Cc>de. which contain structural slanclards and safeguards to reduce 
risks from sei~111ic: activity . 

.D. Volcanic - Volcanic ris-k ts k>w, altnough ashfa[I could be e¼pected during a 
volcanic event. : 

K M.ine - TI,e likd il10od ofihe presence of underground mit1es witl:till the Oounry is 
helieved to be remote. 

Those lands which meet U1e e$tablished ctiteria for gcol'ogicaily J1azardous areas are to 
be designated as such. Geologically hazardous areas identified 1hrough tl1e permitting 
process shall be mapped and shall provide guidance in the land use decision-making 
process. All sites which maintain geologically hazardous areas, including those 
geologically hazatdous areas- which are not mapped, shall be subject to geologically 
hazard'ous areas review so stated in this chapter. 

5,3 Performance !:ltandards. 

Upon receipt ofH complete development application, U.S.G.S. lopographic maps and 
NRCS soil information shall be reviewed to determine if the proposed development is in 
a geologically hazardo\JS area. If the proposed site is in a geologically hazardous area, 
the applicant shall he res1ionsihle for securiJ1g chc services of a professiornll 
engineer/geologist who slrall provide information as follows : 

A, Maxlnmm and average. on-sire slopes; 
B. Identification oJ groundwaler seepage areas; 
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C. A11y known 011-sitc landsiide at 1ivi1.y; 
D. Identification of any stream incision and/01' erosion poi 111.s; amt 
E. ·nlc extent of any 4pplicablc alluvi,11 fan. 

A Proposed developme11tscshal l be clesigned in acconlai1ce with tile rcqujremenls of 
the Unifom1 B11il<ling Cc;ide ,~5 w1itten now or bereafte, amended when a 
geologically hazardo11s area is found on or near the proposed deve)op1nent. 

B. Development sites ior nev.,· structures identified wiih inLen11i(Lerrt or perennial 
slrearth~ide incision or erosion points shall have all str11ctu.res loc,1.ted a minimum of 
I 00 foe! away from sud1 points. 

C. Any disturba11ce to ems.ion haz.ard areas will require reyegeiation and stabi lizatim1 
with native plmn: materials. 

Chapter VI - Aquifor .Recharge Areas 

6.1 J•ur-1>os~. 

The purpose of lhi~ chapter is lo prpvide srandard.~ for cla.~sification and c.lesignation of 
areas with " ccitical re.charging effecJ. on /l(Jtl,ifets u~ed for potable. water ,lnc\ whose 
procectioll is necessary to ptiblic health ;wd satety. 

6.2 Class ifi cation and designation. 

A411ifer recharge areas that have a high suscepti bility l t1 al1uifer contamination sbaJl be 
designated a.~ such on the basis of: 

A. Land use activities which pose a threat to aquifer quality; or 
B. Land use activities which pose a threat to conununity water systems; vr 
C. Aquifers with characteristks conJudve 10 cont,m1inatfon. 

Designatec.l ateas iJicludc wellhead protection areas, sole source aquifers , rnsceptibie 
ground water management .-reas, moderately or highly vulnerable areas, moderately ur 
highly susceptible areas. Susceptibility can be e.~tim,ated using soil pe11ncah11ity, 
geologic matrix (underlying soils), infiltration rate, and depth to ground water. 

Those lands which meet the estahlished crited a for aquifer recharge areas are to be 
destgnated as such. Aquifer recharge areas identified t:hrclllg.l.l tJ1e permitting process 
shall be mapped and shall provide guidance in the lan(l tise decision-making process. 
All sil.es which maintain aquifer recharge areas. including tll1ose aquifer recharge areas 
wJ1ich are not mapped, sh.ilJl be subjeol, to aquifer recharge areas review so stated in 
this chapter. 
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6.3 l'crf'ormance Standards. 

M.itig.ation measures sh:111 bt otilized to minimize the risk of contamination. These will 
be tailored to each proposal hut wil l be designed ro ensure that devclopmenc does not 
present a significimr risk of aquirer recbarge-area co11taminmion. All hazanlou:;. 
materials must be handled to minimize risk of leak.l!ge or accidental spills, and 
emerg,:ncy response plans must be prepared. 

The following performance standards shall apply to all regulate(! 11ses in areas 
desi~nated wi1h high suscepr.i.bilily 10 aquirer cont.aminacion. 

A P3rcels requi1i11g septic systems shaJl be .subje<:L to Lhe minimum lot size 
requirement of the Klickitat County Health Department, in order to prevent 
~'Touudwater com~mination; 

ll. A ll new development activities shall comply with the reguirements of the 
Washington State Depart:mcni of Health and ihe Department of Ecology, a.s they 
pe.rtain to f,'Tound and sutface writer protcotion; 

C. The aJJplicanl shall comply with any slate or federally required wcll-l1ead proteclior1 
~mgram fo,- public waier supplies; 

D . Wells shall be set back at le,1st 100 feet froro adjacent propert)l lines; 
E. Commercial and [ndustrial uses Which process, use. store or produce hazard_ous, 

wxie, or othenvise dangero11s D1,ite1fals sJudl meet all applicable federal, stale, and 
local regulaiions within any aquifer red1ar_ge area lo preveul groundwater 
co11La1:nination; and 

17. Any application wbich 11ti]izes or generates hazardous or toxic materials shall be 
required to co1:npJy with state and federal n,gulalions pertaining tr> hazardous or 
toxic material. 

Chapter VII - Frequently Flooded Areas 

7.1 Purpose. 

]11e pu:i:pose of this chapter is to provide s.tandards for classification and designation of 
frequently flooded areas; and provide gqidance for redt1cing or miligarµig hazards co 
public he11)lh and safety. 

7,l Classification and Designation. 

Frequently flooded arc.as sbalJ lie classified as .all areas within the floodplain subject co 
a one percent or greater chance of flooding in a given year. All lands, shorelands, and 
waters which are under the jurisdiction of Klickitat Couniy and which are identified as 
within the one 111,mdred-year floodplain by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
ror Klickitat County, Washington (lhlinc0rporated Areas) .are designat.ed frequently 
floo<led areas. Frequently flooded areas identified through the permitting process shall 



be mapped and shall provide guidance in the land use decision-making process. All 
sites which maintain frequently flooded areas, including those frequenily flooded ,ue,,s 
which arc 1101 mapped , sh,dl be subject \(> frequently tlooded areas review so stated in 
this chapter. · 

7.3 Performance' Stan<lanls. 

Upon receipt oh, eQnlpletc development application, Flood Information Rate Maps 
(FIRM) shall be reviewed to deten:uine if the proposed development is in a frequently 
flooded area. All frequently flooded area delineations, designations, surveys, reports , 
studies, plans, documents, etc. shall l)e performed by ,, qualified profossiou.al or !'inti. 
If the proposed site is in a frequenl!y flooded area, the applicant shall be responsible for 
securing the services of a professional engineer wbo shall provide information as follows: 

A. ldentificaijon of tbe 100-year floodplain boundary on the site plan,; 
B. Conform io the provisions of lbe Klickitat Co1n1ty Flood Plain Ordinance, 

Zoning Code. and Uniform Buildhig Code; :u1d 
C. Maintain pre-developmeni movemem (volume and velocity) of surface 

waters and prevent the uw1atur-al diversion or nood waicrs into otherwise 
flood-free areas. 
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